
[image: llandaff_small][image: Aberdare school badge colour]Aberdare Town Church in Wales Primary School
Ysgol Gynradd Eglwys y Dref Aberdâr
Admissions Policy 2022


Aberdare Town Church Primary School is an English medium, voluntary-aided primary co-educational Church in Wales day school.  Parents and carers should be aware that religious education and worship takes place according to the denominational teaching and practice of the Church in Wales.  The Admissions Authority receives applications with the understanding that parents accept full participation in such denominational teaching and worship by their children.  However, in law parents have a right to withdraw their children; the Governing Body on an individual basis will deal with such cases. The school currently caters for about 315 pupils.  The Governors of the School are its Admissions Authority.  
The statutory age for commencing full time education is 5 years. However, admission to the Nursery can be made as soon as possible after a child's third birthday.  Parents should note that a place in Nursery does not guarantee a place in Reception and that parents should apply for admission to Reception. RCTCBC provides the school with an admission number that the governing body are able to admit to a year group in the school.  The school's "admission number” is 34 children.  
The children of Church in Wales parents, for whom the Town Church Primary School is the nearest Church Voluntary Aided School, receive free transport, paid for by the Local Authority, provided the school is further than one and a half miles from home, measured by the nearest walking route.   This is administered fully by Home to School Transport at RCTCBC.
Parents wishing to enrol a child at Town Church Primary School should contact the school to arrange for their child’s name to be entered onto the Admissions register. Letters offering a place at the school are sent out in the first half of the spring term for the following autumn entry and at the end of the summer term for the following spring entry (dependent on availability of places). Once positive confirmation of application requests have been received, parents are advised of dates available for a visit to the school.  Any other appointments need to be arranged by mutual agreement. Please refer to Welsh Government’s School Admission Code 005/2013 for current admissions procedures.
Arrangements for entry by older children should start with an enquiry of the Headteacher. Such entries depend upon the availability of room in the years and classes concerned.  In practice, it has for a number of years been possible to balance a supply and demand in this respect.  Strict statutory limitation of "Infant" classes to 30 pupils does however affect this situation.  
Parents may register their interest for a child to attend the school at any time.  The information will be kept on a waiting list until the child is eligible for admission.  This will not give an automatic entitlement to a place. If the number of applications is less than the admissions number all applicants will be admitted to the school, however, if the school is oversubscribed the criteria described below will be adhered to.
Over subscription criteria
Where the number of applicants for admission exceeds the number of places available, places will be awarded under categories below in the following order of priority. 
1. Looked After Children (in the care of the Local Authority)
2. Children who, and whose families are committed practising Anglicans (i.e. Church in Wales).
3. Children with siblings (brothers or sisters) already attending the School 
(This would include half and adoptive brothers or sisters)
4. (In deference to the Covenant for Church Unity in Wales) Children who, and whose families are committed practising members of other Christian Churches who are subscribers to, or in fundamental sympathy with the Covenant.
5. Other children whose families wish their child to be educated in a Church in Wales School 

Admissions will not be determined on the basis of selection criteria involving the setting of tests, inspection of school reports, or interviews of pupils (with or without parents) for the purpose of assessing ability or aptitude; but may be directed to Church commitment.  Appeals interviews may require the applicant to provide written evidence of religious commitment from their local priest.
The school has no specific ‘catchment’ area, however, it mainly admits pupils from Aberdare and District (i.e. covering the former Borough of Cynon Valley). In the event that there are excessive demands for places from 'Church' pupils resident in parishes other than Aberdare, available places will be allocated to those living nearest to the school. The closest distance, in this instance, being that between home and the school measured by the shortest, safest walking route. 
Looked after children
The Governing body recognises the priority of providing an appropriate school place for a looked after child, and is committed to work with the local authority and other agencies to ensure that the needs of looked after children are met.

Late applications
Late applications will be considered only if places are available, and can be refused if the admissions number is exceeded. In such cases the admissions criteria as given above will apply.

Appeals’ procedure.
Families whose application to the school has been unsuccessful have the right to appeal.  When an application is refused, the right of appeal will exist to a specially constituted Appeals Committee.  Arrangements will then be made for an independent panel to consider the appeal.  The Llandaff Diocesan Board of Education, according to the Welsh Government’s Code of Practice on School Admission Appeals, administers this. The Clerk to the Appeal Panel will provide notice not less than 10 working days to the appellants regarding the arrangements for hearing the appeal.
Enquiries relating specifically to the admissions process at Aberdare Town Church in Wales Primary School should initially be made of the Headteacher (who may refer the enquiry to the Chair of Governors).  See relevant details below.
	Headteacher 
Mrs Clare Werrett
Aberdare Town Church in Wales Primary School
Wind Street
Aberdare
CF44 7HF
Tel: 01685 871520
	Chair of Governors
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mrs. J. Close

c/o Aberdare Town Church Primary School

	Rhondda Cynon Taff Education Department
The Education Centre
Ty Trevithick
Abercynon
Mountain Ash
CF45 4UQ
Tel: 01443 744000



Signed ___________________________________ (Headteacher)	Date __________________

Signed ___________________________________ (Chair of Governors)	Date __________________

Date of Review ____________________________ (or before if need arises)
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