Monster Phonics
Workshop
at
Aberdare Town CIW
Primary School

September 2025




~
Y

"'S#féa Why is learning to read so tricky? NAE
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eEnglish has 44 sounds but only 26 letters.

eThe same sound can be written in many different ways:
erain, day, cake, they and great - all make the long ai sound.

*The same letters can make different sounds:
ecow vs snow (both use “ow” but sound different).

*Many words are not spelled the way they sound (was, said, one, people).
eChildren need to learn to decode words step by step rather than guess, which limits their progress.

A systematic phonics scheme like Monster Phonics gives children clear strategies to untangle these
complexities and become confident readers.
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The Monster Phonics Approach
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Monster Phonics is a phonic scheme which we have recently introduced at Aberdare Town Church / (;, b=\

Primary School. Itis based on the Letters and Sounds document and has a whole class approach. It NI
is primarily used in Foundation Learning, but can also be used as an intervention in Progression Step -
3.

Monster Phonics is a multi-sensory approach to learning phonics. ‘

It is engaging and each set of phonemes are colour coded.

Ten monsters are linked to a colour. This makes it easier for the children to learn and recall their
sounds and tricky words.

Each monster has a backstory.

It engages the children by using all their senses. Lessons involve videos, action songs, games, story

telling, use of magnetic letters, drawing, writing. . s\
.
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It makes phonics memorable and fun! ON P,o
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Brown Owl

Each monster
has one colour,
one sound, and
has many ways
of representing
that sound.
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Meet the
Monsters...

Miss Oh No

@

Cool Blue

b %

Click here to meet the
monsters!
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Each
monster has

an action...
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwLyFPIcTig

Angry Red A is actually very kind, always
looking to give the other monsters presents
even when it is not their birthday. However,
when he gets angry he goes a little crazy and
sometime breaks objects without thinking. He

never ever hurts the other monsters.

He loves driving his racing car and visiting his
best friends Cool Blue and Yellow I. Green
Froggy gets cross with him at school
sometimes. As of yet, he has never been pupil
of the day.

Angry Red A's job is to drive the monsters

around in his car - a little like a taxi service.

His cave is seriously cooll On Fridays it
becomes the Rave Cave for the weekly monster

disco.

Each monsteé
has a
backstory...

Green Froggy is a teacher. She loves teaching and
telling people what to do.

She lives in a large green teapot house.

She has a beautiful garden school outside her teapot

house.
The other monsters come and sit on lily pads in her
garden school to listen to her teach.

On the wall she has a pupil of the day Poster which
tends to be Brown Owl.

Although her pupils are basically well-behaved, some
monsters tend to get in trouble during the school day:

- Miss Oh No for talking S

- Cool Blue for singing

- Angry Red for breaking things
- At playtimes Yellow I likes to spy on people

Sometimes Tricky Witch messes up the school with a
spell or two.

Like most teachers she drinks tea and coffee.

The monsters also do jobs as well as going to Green

Froggy's school.

Yellow  is a spu.

He loves gadgets of all sorts including iPads
and (Phones.

He is a tech wizard. He always has a magnifiing
glass hidden somewhere on his body. His main job is

to watch over the other monsters from his L.-'thouse.

When a monster is in trouble the Lo thouse blinks
and Yellow - jumps into action.

He is always willing to solve a mystery and to act
as a spy on secret missions.

Yellow I can fl. when he wears his secret cloak.

Here are some examples of his cool gadgets he keeps
in his L.oithouse home:

° Licitsaber

° Iphone
. pad
ete...

Miss No loves to dance more than anything

else in the world. She loves to play with
everyone. All the monsters like her but she has
a special admirer - Polo. Polo is not a main
monster but comes to visit from far away
mainly to see Miss Oh No. Although Miss Ch

No is friends with Polo she does not return his
love.

Miss Oh No loves the Friday dances in the
Cave Disco. She loves to wear her amazing
shoes and make up new dances. She is a disc
dance teacher giving lessons after school to all
the monsters.

She is also the lead singer in the Monsters'
band which features U-Hoo on drums, Coql., Blue

( 5\-

on lead guitar and Angry Red on Base.

Miss Oh No's house is amazing. She lives inside

a massive pink-coated donut shaped house.




How is Monster Phonics being taught at Town Church?

( The Monster Phonics \ e start with single letter sounds to enable children to readm
spell simple words, leading to consonant digraphsand vowel digraphs

progression maps ensurethat
(2 and 3letter units) and longer words.

we teach ourchildren
sounds, words and skills in a

particular order. Common exception words are also taught in a progressionthat fits

within the phonics programme.
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How is Monster Phonics being taught at Town Church?

\_

/Begins in nursery.

* Develops speaking and

listening skills.

* Focuses on
environmental sounds,
listening and tuninginto
sounds they hear around
them.

Prepares children for
learning to read with
phonics.

~

Odd One Out

.

4 )

Parents can play a vitalrole in
helping their children develop
these skills, by encouraging
their children to listen carefully
and talk extensively about what
they hear, see and do.
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/Focuses on learning the\

first sounds (black cat
sounds) and some tricky
words.

e Children are taught
how to make ‘pure sounds’.

e Blending and segmenting are
taught.

e Children are taught to write
the letters asthey learn
them using letter formation
rhymes.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6h3lBZcY80
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* Introduces digraphs,
trigraphs and more tricky
words.

KChiIdren consolidate \

learning by manipulating
phonemes and graphemes

they have already learnt. [ Thicky Bpnits
B | 9o | £ | Uke
« Children are taught to e o9 out | E=W
blend and segmentlonger Phase 4 have Go\|some come th
words with T ] little what said g
adjacent consonants. when e were i)
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/‘ Introduces graphemes\ ( Year 1 Progression Map N i
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ﬂhildren apply their

phonic skills and knowledge
to recognise and spell more
complex words.

e They read an increasing
number of high and medium
frequency words Phase 6
independently and
automatically.
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What does a
typical phonics

lesson look
like?

Children have daily 30 minute phonic sessions.

Sessions are split into four sections:

e Revisit & review the previous sound and word building.

e Teach a new phonic sound.

e Practise the new sound.

e Apply in different situations, e.g. Reading in a sentence
or writing the word in a sentence.

Monday -S Here are the resources to download this lesson.

Visit the Planning Section to download the full Termly 1. PowerPoint j

Plan with Learning Objectives and Assessment for i

each week.

1. Download the PowerPoint. Use this to introduce 2 ’ catsatonthe_n-\at—ﬂ EaCh Iesson IS planned Wlth the use Of Vlsuall aUdItory
the s sound. Look at the objects on the screen and J MonsterPhonics ’ : . .

akelrediideentonqywhutliop e Enphadsathe St~ and physical movements to help the children learn new
s sound.

phonic skills.

Demonstrate the action for the s grapheme: Weave
hand in an s shape like a snake, and say ssss. Next,
trace s with a finger in the air. Look at objects in the

PowerPoint with initial and final s. Can the children
spot the sound?

2. Watch the video ‘Cat Sat on the Mat'. Can the 3. Miss Oh No Cut
children hear any words that begin or end in the Out

letter s?

3. Download and cut out of the picture of Miss Oh No y Activity

to practise oral blending and segmenting. Miss Oh No

heir mArnen i Clhnic mnine a0 ccle thn chilcdean 40




Monster Phonics

In the fish and

’ow A yom(;’:v;vn town

Book 4

o

Monster Phonics

eBooks

/ \ (You will soon receive an invitation to access the \
Monster Phonics eBooks at home, along with a
username and password. You will be able to explore
https://ebooks.monster the full online library, with a wide choice of
phonics.com/ fiction, non-fiction, comics and more. The books
are organised into reading stages, and you can help
your child choose the level that is right for them.

\_ / \ y



https://ebooks.monsterphonics.com/
https://ebooks.monsterphonics.com/

. Time to read sheet @4

oo 1. aim D. wait 9. sail

AB 2. main 6. rain 10. trail

Tricky Word Vo 3 'Ig.l 7. hgl 11. 9|Ve

challenge
m 4. bait 8. pain | 12. have
b

1. My tail is in pain. 3. The snail is by the train.

2. I wait in the rain. 4. Is it hailing or raining?



What else can you do at home to
support vyour child’s reading?
‘SPLAT" ‘We’re going on a - ‘Shoot the
One ¥ phonics hunt!® '~ sound’
- person S Ask someone to | Listen to the
;. calls out "' hide some of your | sound being
a sound sounds around the . called and shoot

and the other person splats
the corresponding cards. How
auickly can you spot it?

house or garden. Then go on a sound
hunt to find them all!

it. This could
also be done with water guns
and chalk sounds written in
the garden.

Make two
sets of your

sounds and
turn them all over. Select
two sound cards and if they
match then you get to keep
them.

SNAP!

You will also need two

Il .\1.‘-‘ \
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are 2 of you).

%

o' \ sets of sounds for this

\

game. Each player has
half the cards (if there
You take it in turns to

lay a card, if they match then you say
the sound out loud. The auickest
player wins all the cards in the pile.

Say the sounds as you hop,
skip or jump from sound to
sound in your house or in the
garden.




Links to support phonics at home

Information Sites
https://monsterphonics.com/phonics-support-for-parents/

https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/
{ P >https://monsterphonics.com/free-phonics-worksheets/

https://www.aberdaretownciwprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Monster+Phonics&pid=46

Monster Phonics actions https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwLyFPIcTig

Free Online Games

* https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources

* https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/list/phonics-games-phase-1

* https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
* https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-cames/3-5-years/letters-and-sounds

< (<N
https://monsterphonics.com/monster-phonics-apps/ J@“ & ) .S
Webinars P
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/monster-phonics-19791043283 ON P/O

L IR

- January 2026 https://ebooks.monsterphonics.com/parents-webinar/
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Angry Red A is brave.

He lives in his cave.

4

Grip your hands, look angry and say

ay, ay, ay

Green Froggy is a
teacher and lives in
her teapot

Smile and stretch your lips. Use your hand to make a
frog mouth shape with your finger and thumb and say

eeee




Yellow I is a spy, and Miss Oh No bumps into
lives high in his red things and says oh nol
and white lighithouse. She is pink like a rose.

Point to your eye and say




U-hoo lives in the
uhiverse, he is cutel

Point and say

You!

Cool Blue is so coal,
he lives in his blue moon
house and is a DJ.

Make a round mouth, and circle your lips
with your finger, don’t touch your lips!

00




Brown Owl lives in a
treehouse on Monster
Mountain.

Lift your finger quickly, like you have pricked it!

Oow!

Tricky Witch uses her
magic wand to trick us
by changing sounds that
you know so well.




When the silent ghosts
fly, they make no sound!

Put your fingers to your lips.
Silent letters make no sound!

The black cats make the

sounds that you know to read
words like cat and black.

Use your fingers to make a walking action
like the black cats legs, walk your fingers
across your palm.




