
M o n s t e r P h o n i c s  
W o r k s h o p

a t
A b e r d a r e  T o w n  C I W  

P r i m a r y  S c h o o l

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 5



Why is learning to read so tricky?

•English has 44 sounds but only 26 letters.

•The same sound can be written in many different ways:
•rain, day, cake, they and great → all make the long ai sound.

•The same letters can make different sounds:
•cow vs snow (both use “ow” but sound different).

•Many words are not spelled the way they sound (was, said, one, people).

•Children need to learn to decode words step by step rather than guess, which limits their progress.

A systematic phonics scheme like Monster Phonics gives children clear strategies to untangle these 
complexities and become confident readers.



• Monster Phonics is a phonic scheme which we have recently introduced at Aberdare Town Church 
Primary School.  It is based on the Letters and Sounds document and has a whole class approach. It 
is primarily used in Foundation Learning, but can also be used as an intervention in Progression Step 
3.

• Monster Phonics is a multi-sensory approach to learning phonics.

• It is engaging and each set of phonemes are colour coded.

• Ten monsters are linked to a colour.  This makes it easier for the children to learn and recall their 
sounds and tricky words.

• Each monster hasabackstory.

• It engages the children by using all their senses. Lessons involve videos, action songs, games, story 
telling, use of magnetic letters, drawing, writing.

• It makes phonics memorable and fun!

The Monster Phonics Approach



E a c h  monster
has one colour, 
one sound, and 
has  many ways  
o f  representing 

th a t  sound.





M e e t  the  
M o n s t e r s …

C l i c k  here t o  meet the 
monsters!
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E a c h  
m o n s t e r  h a s  
a n  a c t i o n …

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwLyFPIcTig


E a c h  m o n s t e r  
h a s  a  

b a c k s t o r y …



H o w  is  M o n s te r  P h o n i c s  being ta u gh t a t T o w n  C h u r c h?

The M o n st e r  Phonics 
progression maps ensure t h a t  

we t e a c h  our chi ldren  
sounds, words and ski l l s in a  

particular order.

W e  s t a r t  with  single l e t t e r  sounds t o  enable chi ldren t o  read and 
spel l  simple words, leading t o  consonant d igraphs and vowel  d igraphs 

( 2 and 3 l e t t e r  uni ts) and longer words.

Common exception  words are a l so  t a u gh t  in a  progression t h a t f i t s
within t h e phonics programme.



H o w  is  M o n s te r  P h o n i c s  being ta u gh t  a t  T o w n  C h u r ch ?

Phas e  1

• Begins in n u rse ry .

• Develops speaking and 
l i stening ski l l s.

• F o c u se s  on
environmental sounds,
l i stening and tuning into 
sounds they hear around 
them.

•  Prepares chi ldren for 
learning t o read with
phonics.

Pa re n t s  can play a  v i t a l  role in 
helping their chi ldren develop  

these ski l l s,  by encouraging 
their chi ldren  t o  l i s t e n careful ly 
and t a l k  extensively  about w h at  

they hear,  see and do.



Phas e  2

• F o c u se s  on learning the 
f i r s t  sounds (black c a t
sounds) and some tricky 
words.

• Chi ldren  are taught 
how t o  make ‘pure sounds’.

• Blending and segmenting are 
taught.

• Chi ldren  are t a u gh t  t o  wri te 
t h e  l e t t e rs  as they learn  
them using letter formation 
rhymes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6h3lBZcY80


Phas e  3
• Introduces digraphs, 

trigraphs and more tricky 
words.

Phas e 4

• Chi ldren consol idate
learning by manipulating 
phonemes and graphemes 
they have a l ready learnt.

• Chi ldren  are t a u gh t  t o  
b lend and segment longer 

words with
a d j ac e nt consonants.



Phas e  5

• Introduces graphemes 
t h a t  have more than
one sound.

• Introduces more tricky 
words.

Phas e  6

• Chi ldren  apply their
phonic ski l l s and knowledge 
t o recognise and spel l  more 
complex words.

• They read an increasing 
number o f  high and medium 
frequency words 
independently and 
automatica l ly.



W h a t does a 
typical  phonics  

lesson look
 l ike?

Children have dai ly  3 0  minute phonic  sessions.

Sessions are split  into four sect ions:

• R e v is i t  &  review the previous sound and word building.
• Teach  a new phonic sound.
• P r ac t i se  the new sound.
• A ppl y  in different  situat ions,  e.g. Reading in a sentence 

or writ ing the word in a sentence.

Each lesson is  planned with the use o f  visual, auditory 
and physical movements t o  help the children learn new 
phonic  skills.



https://ebooks.monster
phonics.com/

Y o u  w i l l  so o n  re c e i v e  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a c c e ss  t h e  
M o n st e r  Ph o n i c s  e B o o k s  a t  h o m e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  

u se rn a m e  a n d  p a ssw o rd .  Y o u  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  e xp l o re  
t h e  fu l l  o n l i n e  l i b ra ry ,  w i t h  a  w i d e  c h o i c e  o f  

f i c t i o n ,  n o n - f i c t i o n ,  c o m i c s  a n d  m o re .  T h e  b o o k s  
a re  o rga n i se d  i n t o  re a d i n g  s t a ge s ,  a n d  y o u  c a n  h e l p  

y o u r  c h i l d  c h o o se  t h e  l e v e l  t h a t  i s  r i gh t  fo r  t h e m .  

M o n s te r  P h o n i c s

e Bo o k s

https://ebooks.monsterphonics.com/
https://ebooks.monsterphonics.com/




W h a t  else  can you do a t  home t o  
support your  chi l d’ s   reading?



Links to support phonics at home
Information Sites
https://monsterphonics.com/phonics-support-for-parents/
https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/
https://monsterphonics.com/free-phonics-worksheets/
https://www.aberdaretownciwprimary.co.uk/page/?title=Monster+Phonics&pid=46

Monster Phonics actions https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwLyFPIcTig

Free Online Games
• https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources
• https://www.phonicsbloom.com/uk/game/list/phonics-games-phase-1
• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
• https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/3-5-years/letters-and-sounds

Apps
https://monsterphonics.com/monster-phonics-apps/

Webinars
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/monster-phonics-19791043283
- January 2026 https://ebooks.monsterphonics.com/parents-webinar/
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Thank you!












